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A Memorable Christmas 


Christmas in 1814 was indeed a 
white one for Long Islanders. 
Snow lay waist deep on the level 
and drifts twice that high blocked 
many a road for farmers had con- 
centrated on cutting paths to their 
barns to feed the livestock. Travel- 
ing from one village to another 
had ceased days before. Sag Har- 
bor was in the hands of the Brit- 
ish, for this was during the War 
of 1812. What little shipping that 
existed on the Sound was at a 
standstill, as north shore harbors 
had been frozen over for days and 
a great scarcity of food and fuel 
had resulted. 

Stony Brook was especially hard 
hit. Cordwood supplies had given 
out, while waterfowl and other 
game had disappeared completely. 
One dim ray of hope remained. 
Captain Mark Loganbury had 
cleared the harbor on his sloop Sea 
Gull for New York before the final 
freeze-up with the idea of restock- 
ing the village with food before 
the Yuletide season. But by Christ- 
mas eve when Joshua Hawkins 
opened his little store to distribute 
the final remains of its food sup- 
plies to the group of men who had 
volunteered to parcel it out from 
door to door, nobody believed that 
any vessel—even Captain Mark’s 
sturdy sloop — could get through 
the harbor ice which, warmed by 
the snow, was now slowly breaking 
up. 

Suddenly. however. Sarah Young 
stumbled into the store with word 
that the Sea Gull was apvroaching 
the village dock. Encased in drift- 
ing ice and carried in by the flood 
tide, the sloop was advancing 
stern-first, its sails torn to ribbons. 
Darkness descended as jubilant in- 
habitants made their way to the 
dock, some arriving in huge farm 
sleighs which, after the Sea Gull 
was made fast, were used to trans- 
port its cargo to Hawkins’ store. 
Wheat was rushed to the grisimill 
and turned into flour. A large 
quantity of toys were carried to 
the church for the Christmas exer- 
cises. 

“It was Stony Brook’s finest 
Christmas,” Kate W. Strong once 
wrote, “And Capt. Mark Logan- 
bury was the greatest Santa Claus 
whoever arrived there.” 
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Some Old “Brookhaven SHomes 


LD Brookhaven houses do 
not stay put. 

They do not exactly move 
off in the night for parts un- 
known but they might almost 
as well for very few of their 
original owners, should they 
return some midsummer eve, 
would be able to reach out in 
the dark and lay hands on the 
familiar latch string. 

Take Uncle Ike Seaman’s 
picture house, for instance, 
formerly that of his father, 
Franklin, that stood for over 
a hundred years slant-wise 
to the South Country road. 
Now it sits on the bark of 
Beaver Dam Creek and looks 
no more like its former self 
than Uncle Ike looked like 
General Grant. 

And there’s the house al- 
ways known as Deacon Dan’! 
Hawkins’, tho first it be- 
longed to his father Azel who 
married Elisabeth Rider in 
1808 and probably built the 
house about the same time. 
It was moved twice—ard how 
well built those old houses 
were to stand uprooting a.ter 
nearly a hundred years. It 
crossed to the south side of 





Edna Valentine Bruce 


Beaver Dam _ road when 
bought by a Mr. Thompson 
and rested awhile. Then the 
artist, Frederick Kost, bought 
it and moved it again, back 
from the road and plumb into 
the middle of Deacon Dan’l’s 
cornfield! There it sits to- 
day, the home of the Johan- 
knecht’s, surrounded by beau- 
tiful lawns and_ shrubbery, 
quite like an old lady whose 
grandchildren have dressed 
her in a gown from Balenci- 
aga’s. 

And Egbert Swezey would 
search in vain for his former 
home on Beaver Dam road 
(known to him as “down 
neck”) which is said to be 
the oldest house in Brook- 
haven. It has moved up Lo- 
cust avenue and is owned by 
the De Honds who have re- 
stored its ancientry and sur- 
rounded it with old fashioned 
flowers. Egbert would prob- 
ably ignore the flowers but 
feel quite at home with the 
furnishings, with the possible 
except.on of modern bath- 
iooms and refrigerators. 
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The House That Played Hop-Scotch 


A house that stood on the 
north side of Beaver Dam 
nearly opposite Hawkins lane 
was cut in two when its owner 
died, one half going to each 
Hawkins brother. Harmon’s 
was moved to the site of the 
present Kaufman house and 
Lewis’ stayed where it was 
until it burned down. The 
early inhabitants of Fireplace 
beg truly an individualistic 
ot. 

Fires were deadly foes to 
the old frame houses. Prob- 
ably the worst fire on Long 
Island was the “Big Fire” of 
1862. This fire was described 
at the time in the diary of 
Squire Miller and there is 
one house in Brookhaven to- 
day which bears evidence of 
it. 

The entry in the diary for 
May 9th, 1862 says: 

“Weather dry and sultry. 
Heavy fire on North Plains 
from Stony Brook to Middle 
Island. 

“May 10, 1862: Wind blow- 
ing hard. At noon fire broke 
out west of Bellport Station 
(then on the Middle Road, 
west of Yaphank) which soon 
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burned down. It was hard to 
save buildings. Burned up the 
west school house, Joel Hawk- 
irs barn, Chas. Emmons 
barns, Alfred Brown and 
Capt. Swezey’s and Henry Os- 
born’s barns and _ outbuild- 
ings. Benj. Gildersleeve’s 
barns, also “Priest’”’ Hawkins’ 
house and Mrs. Barteau’s 
house and barn. Bartlett 
Hawkins’ barn and Mrs. 
Smith’s old house. The wind 
then changed n. east and 
brought the north side fire 
down to Carman’s River. 


“Burnt over Mastic, Mr. 
Robert’s karn and six cows, 
Henry Nicholl’s out buildings, 
Mrs. Lawrence’s house. It 
burn a number of houses in 
Moriches. There was. no 
heading or stopping the fire, 
the wind changing. The two 
fires went very nearly to 
Patchogue and East Moriches. 
srookhaven and Islip (towns) 
nearly all burnt over. Woods 
all burnt over in the Neck. 
The damage is heavy. No 
such fire was ever known in 
this part of the country.” 

On the first of September 
1812 permission had _ been 
given by the Town Trustees 
to a certain James Homan 
Jr. to set a dwelling house on 
the common land between the 
houses of Richard Corwin and 
Robert Eljison (now Carl Ol- 
son’s and Brook House). 
James mieht sell his house 
but move it off the common 
land at 3 months notice by 
the Trustees. Rather an in- 
comprehensible affair all 
round. Apparently the Trus- 
tees forgot all about James. I 
find no further mention of 
him or of his—or the Trus- 
tees’—land. 

But in 1862 the Big Fire 
came near to burning James’ 
house and the Corwin house, 
then belonging to Richard’s 
son Silvester. It did in fact 
burn part of the kitchen and 
Silvester bought the little Ho- 
man house of three small 
rooms ‘the old couple having 
died” (presumably James and 
his wife) and moved it across 
the street to become the kit- 
chen of his own home. In 
1947, when the Olsons were 


Continued on page 234 
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cA eMatinecock Gorty-Niner 


EORGE RAYMOND 

Underhill of Matine- 

cock, L. I., meticulously re- 

counted his experiences from 

March 8, 1849 until April 17, 
1852. 

The first page of his jour- 
nal informs me that it is “a 
record of events during a voy- 
age to California, around 
Cape Horn, in a Sailing Vessel 
—A residence of about two 
and a half years there—And 
the voyage home by Steamers 
by the way of the Isthmus of 
Panama.” The dedication 
reads: “For my Grandchild- 
ren.” 

Through the courtesy of 
Mr. Underhill’s great-grand- 
son, George Townsend Under- 
hill of Winnetka, Illinois, I 
have been privileged to read a 
copy of the diary and arrange 
this sketch. In these pages I 
am covering only the journey 
to California which is so 
graphically relived by the tra- 
veler that space permits ro 
more. 


George Underhill, descend- 
ant of Long Island’s Captain 
John Underhill of the 17th 
century, was not a Long Is- 
lander by birth. Born January 
2, 1809 in Troy, N. Y., he was 
one of a family of nine girls 
and boys whose parents were 
Abraham and Mary Raymond 
Underhill. 


I read in a family letter 
that one early spring day 
when the Hudson’s ice was 
broken up, a younger brother, 
Henry, accompanied George 
in a sailing vessel to call on 
a distant relative, Ann Eliza- 
beth Underhill, of Matinecock. 
She was the only child of 
Robert Feeks and Mary 
Townsend Underhill whose 
home was on part of the pro- 
perty deeded Captain John 
Underhill by the Indians. 

Henry, twelve at the time, 
enjoying a ramble over the 
farm, “could not understand 
why George wanted to stay 
in the house so much.” The 
mystery was solved when Ann 


eMarion F. Overton 


Elizabeth became 
ther’s bride. 

George and his wife settled 
in Troy, where he was in busi- 
ness with his father until 
after the birth of several 
children and their removal to 
the Matirecock homestead 
with the other grandparents. 

It was from there that 
George Underhill began his 
odyssey the year following 
the discovery of gold at Sut- 
ter’s Mill near Sacramento. 

Another family letter in- 
formed me of Mr. Underhi!l’s 
announcement of his intention 
to sail. Returning home from 
New York one day “he threw 
down a roll of flannel for 
shirts and one of leather for 
koots (which in those days 
were made in the home by a 
cobbler) and explained that 
these were his outfit for 
California.” The writer of the 
letter thought that the “spirit 
of adventure ard the lure of 
gold had, perhaps, equal parts 
in turning four home-loving 
Underhills to the far-away 
Pacific.” Four brothers actu- 
ally went, but we are follow- 
ing only George. 


his bro- 


When the outfit was com- 
pleted he left for New York 
“expecting to sail at once the 
13000 miles around The 
Horn.” The departure was 
postponed three weeks, but he 
“resolved to take no back 
steps and waited in the city.” 

The diary begins with the 
sailing of the bark, Palmetto, 
at 2:00 p.m. March 8, 1849. 
Aboard were members of the 
Greenwich and _ California 
Mining and Trading Com- 
pany, Mr. Underhill being one 
of them. This association 
owned the ship and cargo. 

“The vessel was towed 
below Governor’s Island by 
Steam Boat, on which were 
the friends . . . who wished to 
see us fairly on our way. We 
dropped the Steamer and 
parted with our friends, with 
three hearty cheers, in about 
twenty minutes after leaving 
the Dock, unfurled the sails 
to a fresh North West wind, 
and in two hours the Pilot left 
us outside of Sandy Hook.” 

The next day with no land 
in sight, the sea was rough 
enough to sicken about a 
third of those on the boat 
including the diarist. 

Four days later “most of 





Right Wing of this House at Locust Valley is the Underhill Home, 
Built Before 1670. 
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the sick ones made their ar- 
pearance at the table” and 
some were ready to entertain 
that evening. On board were 
“Two Violins, Two Tambor- 
ines, Two Accordians, Two 
Flutes, One Triangle, One 
Flagolet and one set of Bones, 

. many good Singers in the 
party.” 

With only two dining tables 
meals were served in shifts. 
“Our food is good, but sea- 
soned with a little more dirt 
than is actually necessary, 
but as we are on our way to 
the land of gold, we can stand 
almost anything.” 

Salted provisions were plen- 
tiful. There was “warm Bis- 
cuit always once a day, Hard 
Bread the balance of the time, 
Coffee without Milk.” 

Live stock in the ship con- 
sisted of “Pigs and Chickens, 
of which they are very spar- 
ing.”” On March 20th “One of 
the Pigs died, and was thrown 
overboard for the Sharks to 
dine upon.” 

There were elections held 
by the company on the Pal- 
metto. April 7th Mr. Under- 
hill reported, ‘“‘We drew for 
berths for the second month 
and had our first election for 
Directors. I drew a berth in 
the After Cabin and was 
elected one of the Directors.” 

Eleven days before reach- 
ing San Francisco the final 
election was held. “Revised 
the Constitution of our Asso- 
ciation this day, reducing the 


number of Directors from 
Seven to Three, and electing 
them for three months... 
There being forty-two per- 
sons kelonging to the Associa- 
tion it required a vcte of 
twenty two to make a choice. ’ 
The journalist received forty 
votes on the first ballot. 

Time was alloted for devo- 
tions on the Palmetto. The 
obcrervance of one Sunday was 
noted March 18th. “At the 
proper hour the Bell was ru: 
and all assembled in the After 
Cabin to attend Divire Ser- 
vice — The President Wi'liam 
G. Wood read a Psalm and the 
Prayers of the Episcopal 
Church ard several Hymns 
were sung, much respect was 
shown for the day by most of 
the persons aboard.” 

Ships siehted or encourt- 
ered on the voyage made 
rews. One entry reads, “A 
vessel in sight. The cry of 
Sail Ho brings a smile on 
every face, and a straining of 
every eye to catch the object 
. . . It was the first sail we 
had seen in twelve days.” 

Undoubtedly the most live- 
ly encounter with a ship was 
that with the Clarissa Per- 
kins on April 25th, the day 
after the top of Mount Pascal 
appeared on the Brazilian 
coast, the first glimpse of 
land “since we lost sight of 
the High lands of Neversink, 
in New Jersey.” 

When the Clarissa Perkins 


Continued on page 232 
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“Gale of “Owo Side Saddles 


‘Two ladies’ saddles hang 

side by side in the Car- 
riage Museum at Stony Brook. 
Each has a very different 
story to tell. 

The gray suede saddle be- 
longed to my aunt, Miss Caro- 
line Strong. When I knew her 
she was a very beautiful 
woman, and her photographs 
show her as a very pretty 
girl, but unfortunately none 
show her on horseback. She 
was a fine rider, and there 
was one story she particu- 
larly loved to tell. 

There was a young lady in 
Story Brook who had a won- 
derful reputation as a rider. 
She had once ridden all the 
way to New York City with a 
friend, spending a night on 
the way. As this friend was a 
young man, it created quite 
a good deal of comment. Once, 
when Aunt Carrie was ridirg 
with a party of young people, 
the said young lady being one 
of them, her horse kecoming 
restless, she was afraid of it. 
Whereupon my aunt sug- 
gested they change saddles, 
and my aunt rode the horse 
without trouble. 

Years afterward, Aunt 
Carrie gave the saddle to me 
and many a happy ride did I 
have on it. I remember one 
ride very we'll. I was riding 
old Dick, I think the laziest 
horse that was ever foaled. 
Dick might have been lazy, 
but he was clever in the art 
of blowing himself up, so the 
girth would not ke pulled too 
tight. 

On this day our man was 
evidently in a hurry and bv 
the time I reached Tyler’s 
store, which then stood opno- 
site the present post office, 
I felt the saddle looser. I 
slipped to the ground, the 
saddle coming with re until 
it hung directly under the 
horse’s belly. Some small boys 
helped me get it back in place, 
and I mounted from the store 
porch and started on. 

I had not gone far before I 
felt it slipping again. This 


Kate W. Strong 
time, I put my leg over to 
balance the saddle and rode 
until I came to a stone wall. 
I climbed off on the wall care- 
fully, not to disturb the 
saddle, and, getting down, 
took the horse by the bridle, 
and started to find help. I 
svon came to a store kept by 
an old man. 

Tying Dick, I went in to 
ask him to tighten my saddle. 
To my surprise, he insisted: 
“Can't do it. Can’t do it.” But, 
at last, after much coaxing, 
he went in the back of the 
store and came out with a bi- 
cycle wrench!!” You ought to 
have seen his face when he 
came out and saw the horse. 
All the time he was tighten- 
ing the girth and putting me 
up, which he did very handily, 
he kept muttering to h-mself: 
“’course I can do that— 
thought it was a bike, 


thought it was a_ bike.” 
Needless to say, the rest of 
my ride was taken in comfort. 

The brown leather saddle’s 
story did not happen on Long 
Island but as its last resting 
place is here I think it is only 
right to tell it. I do so with 
the permission of the donor, 
Mrs. Joseph Maxwell. When 
her mother was a young girl 
down in Maryland, a young 
man came courting her. As 
was the custom in those days, 
the young man went to 
her father to ask permission. 
But those were war days, the 
terrible days of the war be- 
tween the States. And her 
father said he would not con- 
sent to an engagement unless 
he came back from the war 
safe and sound. 

After the war was over, the 
young man, who had been in 
Grant’s army, came riding to 
the house, leading his favo- 
rite charger with an army 





The Author and Favorite Mount of Bygone Days. 


227 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


bridle and a lady’s brand new 
side saddle. He said that, if 
her father consented to the 
engagement, this was to be 
his engagement present. The 
father did consent, but said 
there would be no marriage 
until the young man could 
find a job to support her. 

All this came true in time, 
and during their happy life 
together, many a time when 
business did not interfere, 
they followed the hounds over 
the fair country side. Later, 
the saddle came to her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Maxwell, and after 
using it for many years, she 
felt the museum was the best 
place for it to rest. 

So end the tales of the 
saddles. There are stories I 
know about some of the car- 
riages in the museum, but 
will leave them until another 
time. 


Liked August Stories 


The August issue of the Forum 
was especially good. Dr. Wood’s 
article on Captain McDermott, 
Whaler, reminded me of the Cap- 
tain and his house on Brooks 





Island. Dam Pond, where he suc- 
cessfully ran a summer boarding 
house. From all accounts Aunt 
Polly, his wife, provided a very 
bountiful table? 

Editor Bailey’s account of the 
Long Island Indian tribes was the 
finest description of them and 
their locations I have ever seen. 

I found Miss Strong’s article on 
A Famous Sail Maker very inter- 
esting, the way she tied it in with 
the yacht America which all real 
sailors love and revere. William 
Mills of Greenport was also very 
highly considered as a sail maker. 

Eugene Stanley Griffing 
St. Petersburg, Florida 


Carriage House Closed 


Suffolk Museum at Stony Brook, 
after a very successful year, will 
close the latter part of December, 
to reopen in the spring. The Car- 
riage House, which closed Novem- 
ber 25, will reopen at the same 
time. 


As a native Long Islander (Sag 
Harbor) I greatly appreciate read- 
ing every issue of the Forum as 
it covers so very many interesting 








Books For Sale 


Larry Deutzman’s “Old Father 
Goose” $1.25, and “Verses by the 
Wayside” $2. Address Messenger 
Gift Shop, 52 N. Country Road, 
Smithtown. 
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subjects. H. N. Fordham, Santa 


Ana, Cal. 


The Forum has been a pleasure. 
Stillson F. Lawrence, New York. 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Ruilt 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1to5 P.M 
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COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 


























Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 














The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amitvville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 





First Mortgage Loans 


Phone CHapel 9-2000 


Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


Insured Savings 


3% Anticipated Dividend 


Payable December 31, 1956 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 














1957. 


to the Holiday. 


Address: 


minute rush. 


Box 805 

















A Christmas Subscription 
TO THE LONG ISLAND FORUM 


is really a dozen gifts—one each month throughout the year 


Simply mail us the name and address of recipient, together 
with two dollars, and we will forward your greetings just prior 


Order as many Christmas subscriptions as you wish, but 
please do so as early as possible from now on to avoid last 


Long Island Forum 


Amityville, N. Y. 
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He Knew Schodack 


My first glimpse of a community 
called Schodack was on February 
22, 1888 when my father took his 
two boys from Brooklyn to Pear- 
salls (now Lynbrook) to see our 
new homesite on the west side of 
Grassy Pond. My last look was 
March, 1954. Much has happened 
in the interim. 

Located in a very small area to 
the north of Rockville Center and 
northeast of Lynbrook with Lake- 
view, Woodfield, Tanglewood and 
Pines pond and DeMott pond near- 
by, it contained perhaps a dozen 
to fifteen families living in poorly 
built homes unknown to paint and 
any conveniences. 


These people, descended of 
American stock were rough, ready 
and scrappy of which they boasted 
and many feared. Thrifty and 
independent, with little schooling, 
they were however well prepared 
for their way of life, and able to 
provide for themselves without 
calling on charity or their Uncle 
Sam. The outstanding citizen was 
one Bill Doty who lived in a fine 
up-to-date house with a big barn 
and good outbuildings. The barn 
was destroyed by fire from light- 
ning a few years later. 


The men did various jobs and 
were never idle. They cut cord- 


wood, farmed and as baymen har- 
vested salt hay with. scythes. The 
prevailing wage for a 10-hour day 
was $1.25. Pigs, chickens, a gun 
and an eel-spear «provided food. 
Boys learned early from their eld- 
ers about rural life. The women- 
folk helped out on nearby farms, 
picking peas, beans, etc. Nature 
provided nuts, berries and wild 
grapes. 

Why, when or how the name 
Schodack (pronounced  Scodik) 
came I never knew. I believe it 
was given to the section by out- 
siders and the natives resented 
this name. Upper New York has a 
Schodack Landing, river boats 
having stopped there at one time. 
It is located next to Castle-on-the 
Hudson with the little village of 
Schodack back some five miles 
from the Landing. I know of no 
connection. 


The one-room school at Long 
Island’s Schodack was on Ocean 
Avenue, the present site of Mal- 
verne High School. A Miss Wallace 
was the teacher for many years. 
She became the wife of George 
Wright. Children from the area 
attended school only when it 
pleased them. 

As a boy I lived at Grassy Pond. 
Schodack school could be seen 
from our house on Franklin Ave- 
nue, one half-mile distant. I was 
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compelled to attend school in Sin- 
ner’s Hope, almost two miles away. 

As city folks moved into the 
Schodack district they became in- 
terested in school affairs and of 
course desired new buildings etc. 
At one annual meeting, Smith Pine, 
a native son who was trustee for 
many years voiced his disapproval 
of a new school and also of “the 
$500 millionaires from the city.” 
I attended one meeting when 
the city folks attempted to take 
over. But someone called, the na- 
tives “ignorant clamdiggers” once 
too often. When a few Schodack 
huskies approached the hecklers, 
some of the newcomers went out 
windows as well as doors. 

When I became a landowner, I 
soon became a trustee of the dis- 
trict which extended well toward 
Lynbrook and Grassy Pond. Then 
I learned what Scholack foiks 
were no more obstinate than the 
people living in places such as 
Hungry Harbor, Sinner’s Hope, 
Christian Hook and other nearby 
communities. 

George E. Hart, 
Wading River 

You have no idea how much I 
enjoyed the letter of Mrs. Slater- 
beck (August Forum) about “Sam 
Porridge”. Mrs. F. Stanley Parson, 
New York. 








WHALE OFF! 


SHIP ASHORE ! 








man Andrews; many illustrations. 


McCann, Inc., of New York 


Christmas Gift for the Man 


in Your Family 
And An Heirloom To Be Handed Down To Your Children 


The Story of American Shore Whaling by Everett J. 
Edwards and Jeannette Edwards Rattray, with Introduction by Roy Chap- 
Published in de luxe edition by Coward- 


A Record of Maritime Disasters off Montauk and 
Eastern Long Island, 1640-1955, by Jeannette Edwards Rattray. Illustrated. 
Published by Coward-McCann, Inc., of New York 


EAST HAMPTON HISTORY with Genealogies of 47 Early Families 
by Jeannette Edwards Rattray. 
for Benefit of East Hampton Free Library 


619 pages. 


All or any of the above may be ordered from 


The East Hampton Star 


EAST HAMPTON, NEW YORK 
and will be sent postpaid to any address, with Christmas card if desired. 


Illustrated. 


$10.00 


$5.00 


Privately Printed 
$10.00 














229 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


DECEMBER 1956 


Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 











SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 








The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Knew Those Codfishermen 

Thank you again for a very fine 
issue. I am beginning to wonder 
how long you can continue each 
issue better than the other. 

I assume that my family is like 
the average American family that 
takes more papers and magazines 
than they read, but I assure you 
that we all read the Forum. 

I am especially interested in the 
October issue which contains the 
article by Captain Eugene S. Griff- 
ing of St. Petersburg, Florida and 
which refers to my father and to 
several other Edwards. My father 
was Captain Isaac B. Edwards of 
East Marion and he was born in 
Amagansett and was related to all 
of the other Edwards mentioned in 
Captain Griffing’s article. 

It used to be a great experience 
for me, as a boy, to take a trip on 
the Almira, called Elmira by Cap- 
tain Griffing. My grandfather Ed- 
wards lived in Amagansett and 
twice a year when I was a young- 
ster we visited him and on each 
and every occasion we were invited 
to have dinner at the home of Cap- 
tain Josh. On one occasion I was 
suffering from a toothache and 
when my mother inquired about a 
dentist, she was told not to bother 
to take the boy to a dentist, that 
Captain Josh would take care of 
him, which he proceeded to do by 
taking me out to his “shop.” Pull- 
ing out a chest from under the 
bench, which chest he told me he 
had taken to California and on 
whaling trips, he dusted the top 
off, fished around inside until he 
found a pair of forceps, wiped 
them off on his coat sleeve, set me 
on the chest and out came the 
tooth. I know I was not the type or 
calibre physically or otherwise of 
some of those old timers but have 
often wondered what would have 
happened to any of my children 
or grandchildren if they had a 
tooth pulled in any such manner. 
He put the forceps back without 
rubbing them off on his coat sleeve. 

Captain Gabe was a smaller man 
physically than Captain Josh and 
I have heard many stories, of 
course, about both of them and 
knew both of them well. One story 
told about Captain Gabe was that 
while he was on one of the fishing 
steamers out in the ocean he spoke 
to one of the men as he passed 
along the deck. This man was a 
very powerfully built individual 
and jokingly picked up Captain 
Gabe by the seat of his pants and 
pretended to throw him over the 
rail. Captain Gabe looked at the 
pants and said, “Be a little care- 
ful, the seat of those pants is not 
any too good.” 

I also remember another occa- 
sion when I was a small boy we 
were going from Montauk to 
Greenport in the month of August 
to attend a funeral of an uncle. 

Continued next page 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 














Wyandanch 





HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shore 


Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING & STEEL, Inc. 
83 E. Main, MOhawk 5-0876 & 0877 


Central Islip 




















ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








W. E. MAGEE, Ine. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 33-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


* BENT. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Long Iisiand, New York 
. 1.101 Sctauket a 




















Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















This was before the days of gas 
engines and instead of sailing the 
boats were drifting just north of 
Fire Place Point. It was early in 
the afternoon and we saw a bunker 
steamer coming out of Promised 
Land and heading north. As she 
approached, some of the men on 
the Almira, my father included, 
said it was the Sterling. How they 
could ever tell the difference be- 
28 or 30 boats which were in the 
fleet was beyond me, but it turned 
out to be the Sterling and as we 
found out later she too was going 
to Greenport. 

At that time Captain Gabe was 
her captain and Bart Edwards the 
mate. The pilot was Captain 
George Bennett of East Marion. 
Porter Rackett, one of the crew, 
is still living in East Marion. He 
took a rope and went up into the 
rigging and swung the loose end 
of the rope toward the Sterling, 
meaning in sailor’s language, “‘give 
me a tow”. Imagine my surprise 
as well as joy when his signal was 
answered by the Sterling’s whistle. 
She turned, came back and took us 
in tow right to the dock in Green- 
port. One of the most interesting 
things about this incident was that 
as we were under full headway 
Bert Edwards tried to come from 
the Sterling to the Almira on the 
tow rope, but he was unsuccessful 
as his weight carried the tow rope 
into the water. LeRoy G. Edwards 

Mineola 

Note: Mr. Edwards is today 
widely known as a counselor at 
law. Editor. 


Medical Society’s 150th Year 

To celebrate its 150th year the 
Suffolk County Medical Society 
has issued a very fine special num- 
ber of its Official Bulletin. The 
editorial board under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Morris Keen of 
Huntington and assisted by Mrs. 
Ada H. Silliman of Sayville, execu- 
tive secretary, has produced a most 
creditable volume of historic value. 

The present officers of the So- 
ciety, which had its beginning in 
1806, are Dr. Sol Shlimbaum, presi- 
dent; Drs. David J. Wexler and 
Francis J. O’Neill. vice-presidents; 
Dr. Benjamin L. Feuerstein. secre- 
tary, and Dr. John J. Murphy, 
treasurer. 





Bethpage Meeting House 


Bethpage Meeting House was 
not built in 1695, the year of 
Thomas Powell’s so-called Beth- 
page Purchase. The first Meeting 
House was erected in 1743, accord- 
ing to Nassau County Historian 
Jesse Merritt whose family records 
establish this fact. 

It lasted until 1817 when a new 
one took its place. This, we under- 
stand, is the present Meeting 
House, still used for Quaker ser- 
vices. Editor. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 





W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 


WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 


Garden City 











BULKLEY ¢ |JORTON (0. 


EST. 1870 ) REALTORS 


7 OFFICES) 


‘Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEliport 7-0604  STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su*olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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was spotted, observers 
thought she was the J. A. 
Jeshron with passengers 
known to several on the Pal- 
metto. The wind being light, 
seven of the men, rot includ- 
ing Mr. Underhill, decided to 
row the six miles to greet 
their friends. Coming up with 
the bark after an hour’s pull, 
they discovered it was the 
“Clarissa Perkins Caps Good- 
rich bound for California, 
with 140 passengers.” 

Four and a half hours later, 
against a strong wird row, 
the callers began the row 
back. With night approach- 
ing, they lost sight of the Pa'- 
metto and were obliged to re- 
turn to the other ship on 
which they saw a light. ‘““‘They 
were joyfully received 
and supper prepared 
them.” 

The rowers were not seen 
from their own boat, but the 
light on the Clarissa Perkins 
was, toward which the Pa’'- 
metto directed her course. On 
her arrival, she reclaimed her 
men, 

Latitude and _ longitude 
were carefully noted in the 
diary as well as the variety 
of wind and weather. 


for 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 























| BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE-REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 
208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
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March 31st with tempera- 
ture 78 , the wind was so cco! 
that winter clothing was es- 
sential. There was no rain for 
a month from the day of de- 
parture. When the voyager; 
reached the coast of Brazil 
they were restless because of 
the length of time consumed. 
Thev had encountered a head- 
wi>d about half of the trip. 

Toward the last of April 
the diarist wrote discourag- 
ingly, ‘““The Sun set clear for 
the third time since we left 
New York. I do not think it 
has risen clear as many 
times.” 

On April 30th when about 
60 miles from Rio de Janeiro, 
a wind prevented the Palmet- 
to from entering the harbor. 

After leaving Rio a month 
later a pampero, or Argentine 
gale, struck and they “shipped 
a Sea which stove in the bul- 
warks on the Starboard bow, 
it rushed Aft breaking !oose 
some of the Water Casks, a 
part of the Sea rushed into 
the Saloon Cabin through one 
of the doors that was open. 
T was sitting just inside... 
the column of water covered 
me completely ... from there 
it rushed into the lower cabin 
sending its inmates out in 
double quick time, they think- 
ing that the vessel was sink- 
ing. 

“The water was about three 
feet deep on the Lee side of 
the deck, they had to open the 
portholes in the bulwarks to 
relieve the vessel from wa- 
ter.”” Fortunately the damage 
was slight. 

For many of those Jure 
days the gales continued. On 
the 18th they were accom- 
panied by rain, hail, and snow. 
“T have become so accustomed 
to them that they do not 
cause me the least uneasiness, 
two of our party suffer very 
much through fear.” 

On the 29th snow and wind 
prevented the bark from en- 
tering the strait. A robin 
seeking refuge flew on board. 
They entered the strait on 
July Ist with the thermome- 


Continued on next page 


Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 


W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 
LONG ISLAND 


Aillygerth, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


otfice on Main road at 
Mattituck 9-8434. 
office at 169% 
Manhasset. Tel. 








Main 
Mattituck. Tel. 
Nassau County 
Northern Blvd., 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Patchogue Estates, Inc. 
REAL ESTATE 


160 Oak St., GRover 3-0372 
FRANK SILVERMAN 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
639 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














Che 
Suffolk Group 


MUTUAL FUND, INSUR- 
ANCE, TAX CONSULTANTS 


RETIREMENT AND 
ESTATE PLANNING 


CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 

Tel. AMityville 4-3452 
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ter 31 degrees. The followine 

day the Palmetto rounded 

Cape Horn and entered the 

Pacific. 

Hail and snow greeted the 
Fourth of July. “About 10 
oclock A.M. spoke Bark Mous- 
am that left New York about 
two hours before we did. She 
had not stopped at any port. 
We exchanged three times 
three cheers and several voll- 
eys of small arms, one of our 
rarty burst his Pistol but 
damaged no one. At night the 
Mousam was almost out of 
sight astern. We dined from 
Oysters Stewed and Oyster 
Pie which were brought from 
N. York in tin cans ... the 
day was passed pleasantly in 
Greatcoat & Mittens.” 

On July 9th the ship “made 
the islands of Cambridge in 
the mouth of Nelsons Straits.” 
On the 16th they sailed “in 
sight of the islands of Mocha, 
in Chili.” 


On July 19th “Saw point 
Hunos, Houses. & _ green 
fields.” Two days later, near- 
ing the coast, “the land was 
mostly covered with vegeta- 
tion, with some plowed 
ground, but no fences, and 
several one story hovels.” 

At noon on the 25th the 
vessel anchored in the harbor 
of Valparaiso, and on Ju'y 
31st the Palmetto hoisted an- 
chor, having rested at Val- 
paraiso six days. 

“I was glad to be at Sea. 
I was so sick of the place that 
I would have been willing to 
have left three days after our 
arrival.” 

August 20th the Palmetto 
crossed the Equator at 4:00 
a.m. 

Space is not available to 
list all the birds, fish, and 
mammals Mr. Underhill des- 
cribed so well. From his first 
page to the last mention is 
made of them. 

The day of departure he 
saw “four Grampus Whales 
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plunging their way along the 
surface of the water, they 
were in appearance about 
twenty feet long, with a mo- 
tion similar to the Porpoise. 
March 27th it was a “fin 
backed Whale” and in August 
the first sperm whale. In Sep- 
tember a “porpoise was 
caught with a harpoon, we 
had it cooked, the meat wa; 
very black but quite palat- 
able.” In April “Dolphin were 
seen for the first time.” 

When the Palmetto was 
about twenty-five miles from 
San Francisco six sharks were 
caught and four birds flew 
aboard, a ‘‘Dove, Yellowbird, 
Chippy, and Phebe bird.” 

It was foggy with light 
wind from the West, at 8 
o’clock P.M.” when the bark 
neared the harbor. She 
“tacked ship and stood from 
the land, threw the Lead and 
found bottom, at midnight 
tacked ship and stood for 
land again.” 

Continued next page 
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HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 


Mortgage Loans on Most 
Favorable Terms, Lowest 
No Appraisal Fee 


THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 








RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


84 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


We Purchase or Refinance 
Existing Mortgages on 
Approved Properties 








PARK 7-3600 
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On September 17th there 
were “several Ships in sight. 
A School of Sperm Whales 
showed themselves between 
us and the land. 

“Large number of Pelicans 
flew near us. 

“At 9 oclock A.M. we en- 
tered the Golden Gate and 
about an hour afterwards 
came to an anchor in that 
long desired haven, the Har- 
bor of San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 

“All in perfect health, after 
a voyage of 193 Days from 
New York.” 


Brookhaven Homes 


Continued from page 224 


taking down an old staircase 
in the Corwin house which 
they had recently bought, 
they discovered evidences of 
the 1862 fire in the scorched 
and blackened shingles. 

And two houses near the 
Olson house have practically 
played hop-scotch with each 
other. The store and post- 
office with house attached 
had stood on the west side of 
South Country Road since the 
1860s and the Ketcham house 
across the way. 

That house had been owned 
by Ketchams since the late 
1700s, at least three genera- 
tions, Scudder, Capt. Isaac 
and Timothy. I am very sure 
of Capt. Isaac. His tombstone 
dated 1848 reposes in my 
backvard and I think he likes 
to have it there, to be 
thought of every time I pass 
it rather than to be forgotten 
where he really lies under the 


big Ketcham monument in 
Bellport Cemetery. 

I feel very friendly toward 
Capt. Isaac who once lived 
on the land where I live now, 
and I certainly hope he feels 
friendly toward me. In 1900 
the Ketcham house stood al- 
most in Fireplace Neck road, 
directly opposite the later 
War Memorial. Old houses 
were built close to the road so 
the ears of their inmates 
might more readily gather 
town news (there were no 
party lines in those days). 

In 1905 when Jacob Valen- 
tine, the postmaster, bought 
the Ketcham place, the Good- 
alls bought the rest of the 
farm and moved the Ketcham 
house to where it now stands, 
the residence of the Desmond 
Nelsons. In 1916 the Valen- 
tines sold their land and, sep- 
arating house and_é store, 
moved the store across Beav- 
er Dam Brook to become the 
present Brook Store and the 
house across the street back 
of where the Ketcham house 
had stood. So I end as I be- 
gan: O!d Brookhaven houses 
do not stay put — and I 
haven’t a doubt kut that 
there are more of them which 
have moved so quiet’y that 
I haven’t heard about it! 


Bowne Letter of 1869 


This old letter of Jacob Bowne 
to John J. Latting, 1869, was sent 
me some years ago by Miss Helen 
Latting, a granddaughter. She 
wrote: “I was about to destroy it, 
then thought it might have some 
slight interest for you or Mr. 
Paul Bailey ... All the Indian 
deeds we have of the Lattingtown 
property are signed with the 
marks of the Indians Suscanemon 
and Werab mentioned in the 
letter.” 

Frances Irvin New York City 
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Glen Cove, L. I., May 4, 1869 
John J. Latting, Esq., 
My Dear Sir— 

It was not my intention to have 
said anything more in regard to 
the Matinecock Indians. There is 
so little known of their manners, 
customs and ways of living, and of 
the localities in which different 
portions of the tribe lived, that I 
do not see from what source I 
can gain any additional informa- 
tion. I may, however, at some fu- 
ture day when I have given our 
town records a more thorough 
search, say something more of 
their names, rank, etc. The sketch 
given was mostly by Daniel Den- 
ton, for many years Town Clerk 
of Jamaica, and if we except him 
I doubt whether we can find an- 
other early writer who mentions 
the Long Island Indians. Denton 
speaks of no particular tribes, but 
of the L. I. Indians as a body. 

I wish that my fancy would 
admit of my “coloring” my sketch- 
es more than I do, but that I must 
leave to those more gifted than I. 
You speak of the Indian village 
of “Matinekcock”, referred to by 
Van Tienhoven; he is the one 
author who mentions it, and the 
instance quoted is the only one in 
which I find him speaking of it. 
In reading the accounts given by 
early authors, we must allow a 
wide margin for error and preju- 
dice, and I doubt whether Van 
Tienhoven knew anything of it 
from personal observation, but 
merely from hearsay. 

The lands known as “Matinecock 
Lands” lay between the western 
bounds of Oyster Bay (as by the'r 
deed of 1653) and Hempstead 
Harbor. 

I suppose that the chief settle- 
ments of the tribe were within 
this tract, though they were prob- 
ably scattered along the shores of 
the bays, from Flushing in Queens, 
to Smithtown in Suffoik Count es. 
The chiefs, Aseton, Sehon, Arumpa, 
Pamattomack, Nothe and Metax.s, 
I think you will find style them- 
selves “chief Proprietors of all the 
lands known as Matinezock,” show- 
ing clearly in my mind that here 


Continued on next page 
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Superb and His Three Sons 


The gentleman driving the four- 
in-hand team, “Superb and his 
Three Sons,” pictured on the cover 
of the July issue, is my great- 
grandfather, Timothy Townsend 
Jackson. I was pleased and sur- 
prised to see this Currier and Ives 
print reproduced by the Forum. 

My brothers, sisters, and I iiter- 
ally grew up in the shadow of this 
picture; for years and years it 
hung on the wall of our Lorg 
Island home. And many were the 
stories that grandmother told of 
Timothy Townsend Jackson. He 
was over six feet tall, full of the 
zest for living, and apparently 
things were never dull when he 
was around. 

My father. Edwin Reed Burtis, 
was just a little fellow when the 
artist arrived at Willow Glen, 
great-grandfather’s home, to make 
the sketch for this etching. Father 
perched on a fence and watched as 
a groom drove the team round and 
round the track, prancing and pos- 
ing for the drawing. 

Years later, after great-grand- 
father and great-grandmother had 
died and their estate was being 
settled, the question came up as to 
what to do with Superb and his 
three sons. They were old now and 
the family had loved them for 
years. No one could bear to have 
them live out their few remaining; 
years with strangers. It seemed 
kindest to have Superb and his 
three sons end their days at Wil- 
low Glen, so my father was given 
the sad task of leading those 
stately animals, one by one, to 
graves dug at the edge of their 
pasture, and mercifully putting a 
bullet into each of those proud 
heads. It must have been one of 
the hardest things father ever had 
to do, for he never would talk of 
that day with anyone. 

Mrs. Thomas Evan Clemans 

Richmond, Va. 


Bowne Letter 
Continued from page 234 
was one of their principal, if not the 
principal, settlement of the tribe. 
While Suscanemon, Uerah, Sam- 
ouse and Quarapin sign themselves 
on different deeds as “being em- 
powered by ye rest of ye Indians 
and chief proprietors of ye lands 
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1875 Currier & Ives Print in Stony Brook's Carriage House Collection 


known to the English as Matine- 
cock”, thus showing them to have 
been chiefs of a higher rank than 
any of the former. 

Suscanemon had a son who in 
1741 signs himself “Surricon, son 
an heir to Suscanemon”. He also 
had two daughters whose names 
I cannot call to mind. 

I think one or two of the latter 
named, signed the Indian deed of 
Flushing. Tackapousha, Sachem of 
Marsapeague, seems to have had 
the Matinecocks under his control, 


while Wyandanch the Montauk 
sachem ruled the whole Island. 

I have already obtained sketches 
of several of our early families. 
Thanking you very kindly for your 
suggestions, I remain. 

Yours Very Respectfully 
Jacob T. Bowne 


I read it all and always look for- 
ward to receiving my copy of the 
Forum. Mrs. Jennie Byrne, Patch- 
ogue. 
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Island’s Only Native Signer 


Calling it “the first scholarly 
study of William Floyd, the Sign- 
er,” Dr. Robert W. G. Vail, di- 
rector of The New-York Historical 
Society, writes that “A Portrait 
of William Floyd, Long Islander, 
by Dr. William Q. Maxwell, vividly 
reconstructs for the first time the 
career of one of the famous Long 
Island Signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. The author has 
skillfully woven together from un- 
published family papers and from 
other sources a detailed picture of 
the life and times of William 
Floyd and his family, before, dur- 
ing and after the Revolution. 


“We learn how the family lived, 
what sufferings they endured dur- 
ing the war and how they gradu- 
ally recovered from their losses. 
We are told of Floyd’s important 
place in his community, state and 
nation, his services to the public, 
his opinions of his political con- 
temporaries and of the stirring 
events of which they were a part. 
From seemingly unimportant de- 
tails a portrait of this distin- 
guished patriot emerges until we 
feel that we knew him personally. 
This important study, based 
largely on unpublished manuscript 
sources, should find a place in all 
scholarly libraries, in all college 
and high school historical collec- 
tions and on the shelves of all 
thoughtful students of American 
history, especially those living on 
Long Island or descended from our 
old Long Island Families.” 

The heavily covered pamphlet, 
amply illustrated and_ clearly 
printed ,has been issued by the 
Society for the Preservation of 
Long Island Antiquities, Setauket, 
L. I, from which it may be ob- 
tained at $1.50 per copy. 


Corrections, Aaron Burr 


The Forum assumes _ responsi- 
bility for the error in reference to 
Aaron Burr which appeared in Dr. 
Wood’s article, “Island’s Early 
Lotteries”, in the November issue. 
The author first called our atten- 
tion to the error upon reading the 
article. Nevertheless, the follow- 
ing letters are printed to clarify 
the record: 


The following is from Dr. John 
W. Mace of Brightwaters, confi- 
dential secretary to the late Theo- 
dore Roosevelt Jr. when serving as 
Governor of Porto Rico: 


In Dr. Clarence A. Wood’s arti- 
cle on lotteries in the November 
issue the author is badly mixed up 
in his last paragraph when he 
speaks of the notorious Aaron 
Burr, killer of Alexander Hamil- 
ton, as a Reverend. 


If departed souls read _ the 
Forum Aaron must be astonished 
in being associated with the clergy 
because, if not agnostic. Thomas 
Jefferson’s vice-president was ir- 
religious to the core. His father, 


however, was a distinguished Pres- 
byterian minister and one time 
president of Princeton, and his 
maternal grandfather was the 
great Jonathan Edwards. 


Also, the author speaks of Aaron 
Burr’s son. He had no son, only a 
daughter, a brilliant woman fa- 
mous for her beauty and attain- 
ments. Theodosia Burr married 
Joseph Alston, Governor of South 
Carolina, and met a tragic death 
in a drowning at sea. 

Your senior contributing editor 
is a scholar and as a historian 
usually accurate, but this time he 
is all mixed up. 

The following is from Mrs. Mil- 
dred Burr Schluter of Brooklyn: 

In Dr. Wood’s article he states 
that Rev. Aaron Burr was the one 
time vice-president of the U. S. 
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That is incorrect. He founded 
Princeton College and was its first 
president; never vice-president of 
the U. S. His son Aaron Burr, 
vice-president of the U. S., did 
not marry Rev. Jonathan Edwards’ 
daughter. He married Col. Mark 
Prevost’s widow (Theodosia Bar- 
tow of N. J.) and they had one 
daughter Theodosia Burr. His 
father, the Rev. Aaron Burr, mar- 
ried Esther, daughter of Rev. Jon- 
athan Edwards. It is interesting to 
note that three years before their 
son Aaron killed Alexander Hamil- 
ton in a duel, the latter’s son was 
killed in a duel. 


I find the Long Island Forum 
not only interesting but very in- 
structive. Robert N. Gilmore 
(Counsellor at Law), Brooklyn. 
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Huntington Hartford Purchases 
Leigh Painting For New Museum 


Huntington Hartford (right) 
and Erwin S. Barrie (left), direc- 
tor and manager of the Grand 
Central Art Galleries, New York, 
stand before the painting which Mr. 
Hartford has just purchased—“The 
Master Hand” by W. R. Leigh, 
N.A. This is one of Leigh’s mural- 
size masterpieces, measuring 61% 
by 10% feet. According to Mr. 
Hartford, he will hang it in “a 
most important” spot in the new 
museum of art, now in the plan- 
ning stage, which he is building on 
Columbus Circle adjacent to the 
New York Coliseum. 
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The picture was a favorite of 
the celebrated Western painter 
who passed away last year at the 
age of 88. It was at the Leigh 
memorial show, “90th Anniversary 
Roundup,” that “The Master 
Hand” came to the attention of 
Mr. Hartford, one of today’s lead- 
ing patrons of the arts and the 
scion of the family that founded 
the A & P. Last year he launched 
a fighting crusade with his article 
“The Public Be Damned?” which 
attacked the obscure in modern 
art, aroused a furor in art circles 
all over the country, and is still 
much quoted. 

Among Mr. 


Hartford’s recent 
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honors, in January he was awarded 
the Scroll of Honor in recognition 
of his “benefactions in the interest 
of art,” presented at the Annual 
Exhibition Dinner of the Nationai 
Arts Club. He received in May the 
1956 Traphagen Citation presented 
for “his inspired and spirited de- 
fense of sanity in art,” after be- 
ing selected by students at New 
York’s Traphagen School of Fash- 
ion of which Ethel Traphagen, in 
private life Mrs. William Robinson 
Leigh, is founder and director. Mr. 
Hartford’s plea is for simple 
beauty in art which needs no ex- 
planations, no matter what the 
school. 
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Three-Horse Treadmills 


In “Seythes, Cradles, Flails, 
Ete.” by Dr. Clarence Ashton 
Wood in the September Forum, 
he recalled that during the 80s 
and 90s Thresher Nelson Bishop 
used three horses for his treadmill. 
Correct! However, my letter to the 
Forum dealt soley with two, Billy 
Gray and Sam, because they were 
his own, year-round horses. In 
threshing season or on a big cord- 
wood job, Uncle Nel frequently had 
recourse to a hired horse as stand- 
in for relief work. 

Dr. Wood is also quite right in 
regards to term “contractor’’. Also, 
to eastenders a thresher was al- 
ways a thrasher, while a wood 
sawer was precisely that. 

The October issue of the Forum 
was a particularly good number 
and very interesting. 

Wilson L. Glover 
Southold 


Saw Man Who Saw Washington 


My great-grandfather, Cornelius 
Sleight, when a lad, saw George 
Washington inaugurated as first 
President of the United States, in 
Wall Street, New York City, 

I have seen my great-grand- 
father and so I have seen a man 
who had seen George Washington. 

My great-grandfather lived to 
be well over ninety years of age. I 
was born shortly before he died, 
and so we saw each other. 

He built the house on Division 
street, Sag Harbor, which is now 
owned and occupied by his great- 
great-grandson, Brinley Dering 
Sleight. 

Cornelius Rysam Sleight 
Southampton 


Old Time Switchel 


I found an item of special sur- 
prise to me in Dr. Wood’s article 
on old time farming in the Sep- 
tember issue. This was his mention 
of a drink called switchel. 

In Part Il of my mother’s story 
in the Forum for August 1945 is 
her memory of that “homemade 
beverage” of the same name and 
similar contents minus the Jamaica 
ginger. I thought that switchel was 
solely enjoyed by my grandfather's 
children and was delighted to learn 
that it refreshed others also. 

(Miss) Marion F. Overton 
Flushing 
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